
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Aram Sei well wishers, 

Aram Sei was off to a SPARKling start this year with SPARK – Compete for a cause! SPARK’14 
Aram Sei’s inaugural annual signature event was held on May 10, 2014. On this occasion, Aram Sei 
was recognized by the City of San Jose and received a commendation from City Council member Ash 
Kalra, who attended the event in person. K2SAT, Aram Sei’s knowledge partner, co-presented 
SPARK.  

One of the core values of Aram Sei is 
to sow the seed of giving in 

the minds of 
the young. To this end Aram Sei 
collaborates with public 

libraries and schools to create awareness programs and 
encourage community participation through educational and entertaining events. These events 
help us in engaging with the young ones in our community who end up being our best ambassadors. 
Over this engagement we learnt from our young ones how appealing it would be to be able to 
‘Compete for a Cause’. Thus the idea of SPARK was sparked! SPARK included Quiz, Music and Dance 
contests for students in Middle and High School.  Please read the comments from our wonderful 
and talented content partners, who worked with us to make SPARK a resounding success! 
 
We greatly appreciate your continued support to our cause and thank our volunteers who have 
made splendid contributions to Aram Sei. We also owe our continued success to the encouragement 
received from our patron, Mr. Ramamoorthy of Madras Café / Groceries.   
 

To a bigger SPARK 2015!   

 
Please send any feedback or suggestions on Reaching Out via email to info@aramsei.org 
Sangeetha Lakshminarayanan- President  
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What we’ve been up to 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holi Celebration at the Bishop Ranch Community – March 2014 

 

 

Holi Celebration at the Bishop Ranch Community – March 2014 

Kids and adults had a colorful time celebrating Holi, organized by 

the Bishop Ranch business community in San Ramon!  Aram Sei’s 

very own young volunteers, Advay & Rasika ably managed the Aram 

Sei booth while playing the games sponsored by Funtoypia! They 

once again proved that helping others is indeed child’s play! 

‘Baalya’ by Nrityakalya Dance Company on May 2014 

 

Nrityakalya Dance Company’s first home production – ‘Baalya’ 

benefitting Aram Sei was a great success. This dance drama 

presented by Nrityakalya’s first batch of students depicted childhood 

stories of mythological characters. The young artists portraying 

“Baalya” characters, showed their commitment to “paying it 

forward”, by saving money from their allowance for Aram Sei. We are 

honored to be recognized as beneficiary and congratulate 

them on conducting a successful event 

 

‘Sevathon’ on June 2014 at Baylands park, Sunnyvale 

Aram Sei had over 65 participants who took part in various events – 

walkathon/runathon or Yogathon at Sevathon ’14. Age was no bar for the 

participants and the age ranged from less than a year to senior citizens in 

blue shirts. It was indeed a family affair. 
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Upcoming fundraisers 
 

Upcoming Fundraisers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUPIL’s mission is to provide free on-line tutoring in Sciences, 

Mathematics and languages, including for test preparation, to 

students from low income households in the US cities. The 

instruction is provided by qualified teachers in India. This 

program is supported by grants from Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation and Infosys Foundation, being offered to select 

qualifying schools. 

PUPIL offers post school supplemental online teaching 

assistance to school students in grades 5-12, for Math, English 

and Science. Each session is delivered using virtual classroom 

technology to 8 students in a group. Each student gets 75 - 100 

hours of teaching in an academic year, one hour per week per 

subject (Math, English and Science) in a 32 week academic 

calendar. Student progress will be monitored on a regular basis, and students will also provide 

ratings and feedback to the teachers to track and improve their performance. If interested-: Request 

for demo | Identify students who can benefit | Partner on a Pilot 

 

Aram Sei is pleased to partner with Smaran to present “Smaran 

Dance Festival 2014″. This is a platform for young dancers to 

showcase their talents and participate in a workshop conducted by 

renowned artists. 

Bay Area’s own amazingly talented dancers Vinay and Swathi will be 
performing solo at Smaran Dance Festival – 2014 along with 
Celebrity artist from India Guru Dr.Sanjay Shantaram and the 
Smaran Ensemble. Smaran Dance festival will be on September 13th 
from 2:30PM-4:30PM at the Jain Temple Auditorium. For tickets 
please contact smarangroup@gmail.com or call 408-579-9896. 
 
www.smaran-arts.com 
Event Sponsor: http://mytravelfare.com 
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Aram Sei benefits from Sanhiti‘s 10th annual production Maayajaal  

 

 

Maayajaal is a time and place where nothing is as it seems – 

illusions misguide you, time alludes you, tunes bewitch you 

and imaginary worlds come to life! So roll the dice, map your 

marvels and be there “when adventure beckons”. Do not 

miss this year’s edition of Sanhiti’s 

extravagant production. Aram Sei teen 

volunteers also had an opportunity to 

be part of building the production sets for a day. Join us September 

20th or September 21st at Woodside Performing Arts Center. For 

tickets Email:sanhiti.tickets@gmail.com or call 408-982-7266. 

www.mj14.com.    

Event Sponsor: My Travel Fare 

Here is a bit more about Sanhiti and its association with Aram Sei in the words of the founders 

Roopa Suresh and Priya Krishnamoorthy and Production whiz Subashinee Krishnamurthy: 

Since you started in 2003, Sanhiti shows have always benefited a non-profit. How did you visualize a 

partnership with a non-profit will help your organization better serve your audiences? 

The goal for Sanhiti was to do what we thought we did best - bring more visibility to south Indian 

dance to the forefront with imaginative production.  Supporting causes was part of the Sanhiti’s 

core values and we as the founders felt partnering with a non-profit would result in a win-win for 

both.  Additionally, both dancers and the audience are motivated when the funds raised go to a 

worthy charitable cause. 
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When everyone talks about Sanhiti they talk not just about how the shows touch upon so many 

different dance styles but also the elaborate movie style sets that take the audience on a completely 

unparalleled journey. How do you go about the production aspects of your shows? 

Production is an elaborate process that has evolved over the years. Concepts are drawn up after 

choreographers and the Production lead, Subashinee Krishnamurthy have iterative discussion. The 

sets are built over 10 weekends where volunteers cut, weld, mold, saw, paint, stick and bring the 

sets to life. The quality and the grandeur has only increased over the years and this has made us 

move from working in our garages to a bigger warehouse in Downtown San Jose. Creating the sets 

is so intense; It is like running a startup! In the end, it is all a ton of fun for those involved as well! 

 

Your shows draw large audiences because of how entertaining they are. Meanwhile much like Aram 

Sei your focus is also on making the act of giving fun! Starting since inception you have partnered with 

Aram Sei. Can you comment on the association with Aram Sei so far? 

 Over the years, Sanhiti and Aram Sei have had a very collaborative involvement across different 

aspects of the show that need to come together for a high quality show. Also, we have partnered 

with Aram Sei in many of their Community Outreach Events. Aram Sei's members are committed 

and passionate both to promote performance art and use that as a platform which aligns the 

objectives of the two organizations. It is definitely a relationship we treasure at many levels and we 

hope to collaborate in many more such meaningful ways in the future.  Our passion for dance and 

their passion for service makes for a winning combination.   

 

Volunteer or Donate Now! 

www.aramsei.org 

info@aramsei.org 

Tel: (408) 982-7266 

Like Us on Facebook.com/AramSeiUSA 

Follow @aramsei1 
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