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Reaching Out
Dear Supporters,
So far 2013 has been a busy year at Aram Sei. Our fundraising activities
picked up steam and the last few months have been nothing short of
exuberant! And that’s not all. We have a long line up of fun(d)raising
events planned for the rest of the year!
At the beginning of the year, we told you about the two projects we
identified to support, Community Health Education Society (CHES) and
The Grateful Garment Project (TGGP). We are very happy to let you know
that, with the generous donations from donors such as yourself, Aram
Sei has been successful in fulfilling its commitment to these projects. We
are in the process of identifying our next set of projects and also put in
place people and processes to measure the impact of our funding
support.
We depend on word of mouth and recommendations for identifying
projects that we can support. If you know of a grassroots project that
requires funding support, please submit your request on our website,
www.aramsei.org.

Aram Sei is a nonprofit
organization that aims to
support grassroots
charities in the areas of
education and
healthcare.
We harness the power of
the community to spread
hope and happiness.

We renewed our efforts to focus on the community and engaging
children in our mission to bring about awareness on the need for
giving back. We are truly impressed with the active participation of
parents and their children in supporting our events. We even
welcomed five young volunteers into our fold!
All of these events have been made possible by the support of our
sponsors. Specifically, I would like to acknowledge our Patron, Mr.
Ramamoorthy of Madras Café / Groceries, for his unflinching
support and belief in our cause and Sundar Sankaran of K2SAT for
helping us organize our Community Outreach and Seed Events.
I hope you will enjoy reading this newsletter. For any feedback or suggestions, please drop me a note at
info@aramsei.org.
Sangeetha Lakshminarayanan
President

Reaching Out
What we’ve been up to
Here is a snapshot of what we’ve been doing:


Aram Sei and Sanhiti, Bay Area's leading dance group, organized Elements ‐ Crossing Boundaries on 22nd
and 23rdJune 2013. Over 1200 people thronged the Woodside Performing Arts Center to enjoy the 2‐hour
dance production. This was a fundraising event in support of the Grateful Garment Project and
Community Health and Education Society (CHES).



We were truly thrilled to have young volunteers enthusiastically supporting our cause. It all started with
Keshav of Eskay Jewels selling handmade jewelry at our fundraising event, Elements. He donated the
proceeds of the sale to Aram Sei! Keshav and his friends ‐ Madhumitha and Subhiksha also conducted
jewelry workshops for children at our community outreach events. We also had Rahul and Smrithi
volunteer for Aram Sei at Elements.



Aram Sei conducted two back‐to‐back community outreach events in months of July and August. The first
event was conducted at the San Jose Library, Santa Teresa branch. The second event was conducted at
the Fremont Library. These events were targeted at children and brought together Aram Sei partners
K2SAT and Karadi Tales. Priya Krishnamoorthy also volunteered to conduct a dance workshop at both
the events. In addition to helping Aram Sei get its message across to children and their parents, these
events helped promote greater footfall at the local libraries which translates into more funding for them.



Over 28 people ran on behalf of Aram Sei at Sevathon2013 on July 14th at the Sunnyvale Baylands Park.
Aram Sei supporters had a great time running for a great cause!



To thank the volunteers, sponsors and donors, we organized the Celebration of Hope on May 18th. This
"invitation only" event also gave us an opportunity to reflect on our journey so. We also had a
ceremonial "handover" of comfort kits to Lisa Blanchard of The Grateful Garment Project.

Reaching Out
Providing Hope to HIV+ Children
Dr. Manorama Pinakapani is a Pediatric Gastroenterologist
in Chennai, India. Her story would have been the story of any
other physician, but for one big difference. Dr. Pinakapani
chose to go beyond treating her patients in an attempt to
tackle a larger problem afflicting the children she came
across.
Dr. Manorama started Community Health and Education
Society (CHES). CHES runs a home for orphaned HIV+
children in Tamil Nadu, India. CHES provides specialized
medical care, education and nutrition for about 100 children
and over 300 children have been supported by CHES so far.
The focus of CHES is complete rehabilitation and aggressive
health management so that HIV+ children can lead
productive lives. CHES employs nurses, teachers, and other
support staff to provide good quality care to children. CHES
has also been instrumental in educating the local community
on the need to look beyond negative stereotypes and
perceptions associated with AIDS in India.

Dr. Manorama Pinakapani
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Aram Sei has already donated sufficient funds to support over 100 HIV+ children at CHES. We are proud to
have made a small difference in the lives of children through CHES, and thank our donors for their support in
realizing our goal for CHES.

Reaching Out
Conversation with Ms. Anu Natarajan,
Vice Mayor of Fremont, CA – Part 2
Please share your thoughts on what the city of Fremont's strategy is in dealing with education and
healthcare.
I think healthcare and education is a birth right for everybody. It is something
that should not be denied. How we provide those services depends on a whole
host of situations. I think from a city's perspective, our role is to primarily
provide for health and welfare of the citizens and public safety. Given the
limited resources I'd go back to the fact that we have to work with partners,
and so we have been very conscious about nurturing some of the non‐profits
here in Fremont. And again our role is to provide these connections and
linkages between these different non‐profits that are providing these similar
services. If Aram Sei is delivering healthcare services, and I find someone else
that's providing similar services, we make sure that they are aware of each
other and they are providing these services in a manner that benefits both
organizations and eventually the people.
What is your message for the supporters of Aram Sei?
You are doing God's work. More of more of these services are provided by
nonprofits and volunteer groups. Funding is coming from a set of people that
give and give more.
Given the busy lives that we have, the amount of time that you put into it, the focus that you have on solving some
of these fundamental issues, the sense of energy that you create and a sense of community that you build doing this
is so significantly meaningful to all of us. So I would say, as hard as it is to find the time, as disillusioning as it is when
you go fundraising and people don't believe in the issue as much as you do, keep up the passion, keep up the good
work, because we absolutely need it.

Volunteer or Donate Now!
www.aramsei.org, info@aramsei.org
Tel: (408) 982‐7266
Like Us on Facebook.com/AramSeiUSA

